Upcoming events & Deadlines
The purpose of this study was to demonstrate the efficiency of Factor Analysis and Multinomial Logistic Regression in analyzing a set of objective (noise measurements) and subjective data (results of interviews about noise perception in an urban setting) in a noise pollution study conducted in the city of Curitiba, in southern Brazil. In this study, noise was monitored at 23 points along three parallel streets covering a distance of 5 km, and 397 interviews were conducted with residents living in the vicinity of these points. The interview script consisted of 21 questions (variables). To reduce these variables, the main factors (7 factors) were extracted and then added to the objective part (noise measurement data). This was followed by a Multinomial Logistic Regression. The dependent variable in this regression was called "Interviewee symptoms and reactions to environmental noise." The outcome of these two statistical procedures led to the conclusion that 85.2% of the symptoms and reactions could be attributed to the combination of these seven factors with the noise measurement data. 
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Title: "Noise annoyance through railway traffic a case study" This paper describes an assessment of noise caused by railway traffic in a large Latin American city. Measurements were taken of noise levels generated by trains passing through residential neighborhoods with and without blowing their horns. Noise maps were also calculated showing noise pollution generated by the train traffic. In addition annoyance of the residents affected by railway noise, was evaluated based on interviews. The measurements indicated that the noise levels generated by the passage of the train with its horn blowing are extremely high, clearly exceeding the daytime limits of equivalent sound pressure level Leq = 55 dB(A) established by the municipal laws No 10.625 of the city of Curitiba. The Leq = 45 dB (A) which is the limit for the night period also are exceeded during the passage of trains. The residents reported feeling affected by the noise generated by passing trains, which causes irritability, headaches, poor concentration and insomnia, and 88% of them claimed that nocturnal noise pollution is the most distressing. This study showed that the vast majority of residents surveyed, (69%) believe that the noise of the train can devalue their property. The project will run until April 2016 and the work has been subdivided into 5 work groups, related mainly to the development of experimental and numerical NVH analysis techniques, and to the development of sound quality metrics and sound engineering of HEVs and EVs (including safety aspects).
YAN publication: Journal
The endusers of the Action are experienced and earlystage researchers, European authorities for transport regulations, independent consultants, experienced representatives from industry and relevant associations. They also include vehicle customers, pedestrians, cyclists, and indirectly the whole European society can be considered to benefit from the Action achievements. 
Did you know? COST ACTION
Organizing conferences: the story of a student by Andrei Konkov
At this point in time we are going to tell you about one bright initiative, that is being developed now in Russia: the organization of the 5th International Geosciences Student Conference (IGSC 5) that is to be held in Nizhny Novgorod from 28 July to 1 August, 2014. This annual event will probably gather around 200 participants from all over the World, mostly young students representing different areas of geosciences. The anniversary, 5th IGSC has, however, its own features, standing thus out against a background of previous events. Any guess on what are these features are? The answer is in a new conception of its organization process. Three student organizations (Institute of Applied Physics Geophysical Society, Perm State University Student Chapter, and Gubkin University Student Chapter) work together as a team to make IGSC 5 as an unforgettable event for all of us. How did this idea come about? What was the motivation? Is it worth starting your own initiatives at all? We decided to ask the Conference Chairman, Founder and President of the Institute of Applied Physics Geophysical Society, Andrey Konkov, who at the same time is our YAN national representative in Russia. "I have an acoustical background rather than geophysical", Andrey says, "We have a strong acoustical scientific school in Nizhny Novgorod. This fact dates back to Soviet times, when local professionals have been working on problems, related to submarine construction or methods of location in seas. In Nizhny Novgorod region there is no oil or gas, so exploration geophysics was always disregarded here. Four years ago, when I was thinking on what subject to choose in order to work on my Master's, I had met Dr. Andrey Lebedev, who suggested me to focus on implementation of acoustical methods for subsoil characterization. After some wavering, caused by my lack of knowledge in "traditional" geophysics, I decided to take this opportunity and start learning. It was hard in the beginning but now I can't imagine where my life without working in the eventful and demanding world that is geophysics. After communicating with some experienced professionals during major conferences I had realized how beneficial could be an implementation of our traditional acoustical methods to exploration geophysics and, in other words, to bring exploration geophysics into Nizhny Novgorod. With the help of my fellow students I decided to form the Institute of Applied Physics Geophysical Society -Society of Exploration Geophysicists (SEG) Student Chapter in our city in order to facilitate these promising links through the usage of young, fresh energy. The second reason was the desire to show local students how interesting a work of science could be when it goes beyond attending the course lectures or routine preparation for examsconducting experiments in field, travelling, communication with worldknown professionals and similar groups of young students and so on. Of course the first steps were not easy. We found out that such youth initiatives are quiet new for Russia on the whole and our region in particular and the "senior" community is not familiar with how to deal with them. But we were motivated enough to break the existing barriers and reach out to achieve our goals.
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We started a series of field trips, devoted to the diagnostics of water saturation effects on subsurface geological structures with use of improved MASW method. With the course of time, our organizational needs have been more and more often required us to consider more challenging tasks, and one day we claimed asked to ourselves: "Why can't we apply our research on something more attractive rather than studying an "empty" ground"? Archaeology came to our minds right away. At this time we were actively communicating with the Perm Student Chapter. Its President Anna Skorkina generously gave us advice as young but already experienced leader on how to operate effectively. As soon as she found out about our idea to organize a Field Camp in 2014, she suggested joining forces with the Berlin and Frankfurt Chapters, which already had had sufficient experience in the implementation of different geophysical methods (geomagnetics, geoelectrics and groundpenetrating radar) in archaeology. The object chosen to be studied was a 4th century burial site near Nizhny Novgorod. During negotiations with our German fellows, we decided to organize a workshop prior to the field camp, where we planned to introduce all the methods we were going to use to everyone and the interested community. There is a proverb that says that appetite comes with eating. So we shortly felt that we were able to organize a whole international conference based on this discussion and broaden the range of topics we were going to cover. That's how the idea of IGSC 5 in Russia was born. Nevertheless, given the circumstances it would be inconsiderate if we did this challenge just on our own. We therefore decided to propose a new model of a conference organization that is based on the division of our responsibilities between the Institute of Applied Physics Geophysical Society, the Perm State University Student Chapter, and later the Gubkin University Student Chapter joined the project. Of course, such a collaboration has its own drawbacks (complexity in management, difficulty in communication caused by different time zones, etc.), but at the same time it has its obvious benefits, too. All our three chapters have emerged within places that are characterized by diverse geophysical schools, areas of scientific interests, and regional economic peculiarities. Chapters from different locations working together have a significant advantage for spreading information and promoting the event. Besides that, a diverse range of geophysical schools and our origin favors a multidisciplinary and manyfaceted insight to the problems we are facing every day. At the moment, I'm happy to see how our Organizing Committee works, and, what is even more pleasant, how fast we all are growing up professionally. The organization of an international conference covers a wide range of issues that have to be taken into account. Negotiations with potential sponsors and professional organizations, budget evaluation, financial and time management, visa issues, juridical knowledge, website development and maintenance, graphic design, communication skills... The list is endless! As for me, it seems that every day of my life now equals (in terms of experience gained) to the months or years before. Therefore, I'd like to encourage all the YAN members who consider themselves to be active and full of ideas (by the way, I'm sure that it refers to all of you) not to keep your ideas to yourselves, waiting for a "better moment" to put them into action. During your youth, value your time and act if you feel a need (or even desire) to! Especially, if some of your colleagues share your opinion. Form a society, chat room, nonprofit organization ... whatever! Take part in grant competitions; apply your scientific achievements in business. It would be not just fun, but obviously beneficial for your career path too".
